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of infection a few drops of gum usually form.   During- rainy
weather the sclerotia (small black bodies a little larger than a
grain of wheat) will often be formed on the outside of the
bark near the point of infection.   Sclerotia rarely form in
hot, dry weather.    Apparently, infection can only occur by
spores finding lodgment in abrasions of the bark.    While
the spores of this fungus are very plentiful in southern
California, often causing serious losses in the packing-houses,
yet for reasons not at present understood, blighting of the
twigs is so rare as to cause but little damage.    While the
casual observer may notice a blighted twig here and there in                              ft,
almost any orchard either of oranges or lemons, it has never                              ;|<
been reported as doing sufficient damage to the trees to
warrant  remedial  measures.   This  trouble is  very  often
mistaken for wither-tip.   As a matter of course all blighted
branches should be removed when the trees are pruned.
This fungus has also been found on the bark and roots of
old trees. The bark is decayed and, when dried out, comes
away in fibrous shreds very characteristic of this fungus.
Remedial measures for this form of the disease have not been
worked out. Meanwhile the treatment advised is to cut                              w
away all diseased tissue and paint the wound thoroughly                              *#,
with bordeaux paste.
Cottony mold (Sclerotima Ubertimana)
The same fungus described ahove develops not only on
citrus twigs but upon the vetch'used as a cover-crop and on
orchard soils. The sclerotia which form on the twigs and
on the vetch finally dry and fall to the ground. The following
rainy season, after being thoroughly moistened they give
rise to small funnel-shaped toadstool-like bodies which produce                           '' |
the spores of the fungus in great quantities.   These   spores                           r  *4
apparently require an abrasion in order to germinate and